
Enclos.150 (sic)
C/o L.K.E., Dartington, Totnes, Devon

10 July 1930

Dear Amiya Babu,

It was a great pleasure to hear from you. After some alarums? I made the
excursion here, and had 2 or 3 days with the Bard and have advanced to a
stage wherebywith your help, I should be able to publish the songs as I
wish. (Need I say what a profound pleasure it has been to meet my friend
Gurudeva again? and Rathi and Pratima Devi, and Lal?)

In answer to your kind messages. I should have great pleasure in meeting
again, believe me, and in meeting your wife. I shall be here for 1 or 2
weeks, then in (or near) London as I want to žnish Bengal, as thesis and
book. I go North about September. Do let me know if you‘re to be in or
near London. I should be glad to talk over Bengal and hear what you feel
needs saying to strengthen the links of understanding, as you said, and
break down barriers.

Yours sincerely

Arthur Geddes.

14.7.30. P.S. I realise after writing out the list that transliteration of 16
songs, — translation of 7 of these, will be a big job and I know you have
plenty to do yourself. Perhaps, if you‘ve time to do some, and žnd some
one to help me with others, — those for which you have no time. It would
be nice to get the book ready for the poetic translator, as soon as may be —
beginning with a few. If you could send me, žrst the transliterations of
those for which I have translations, we could start‡

A G.

150 What the enclosure might have been, is not apparent.
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C/o L.K. Elmhirst
Dartington Hall,

Totnes, Devon
13 July 1930.

Dear Mr. Bake,

It is a pleasure to know that you have tackled the great work of noting Dr.
Tagore‘s songs: a difžcult but žne task. I owe you many apologies for not
having answered your kind letter of 16.2.28 (I think it was): some of the
MS was lost and various delays to my work made me very behind hand
with this and other things I wished to do. I have just had 3 days with Dr.
Tagore and we have gone over a number of songs: herewith is the best of
those noted. I‘ve noted enough of the airs to identify them by.

Will you tell mewhich, if any of those you‘ve noted? I might also include
some noted by Benoit (•Inde is now Amar‘).

I am writing toher, Amiya Chakravarty (asking him to forward this for me)
and asking him to let me have thewords and translated. I have to have these
translated in verse by a friend so that the songs could be sung in English.
(the Poet had suggested my trying this too — but success is uncertain).

I wonder if you have been in touch with Philippe Stern,(sic) (90 Boulevard
Malesherbes, Paris) of the Ecole des Hautes Etudes, Sorbornne, who is
interested in the publication of Oriental music, and offered to help with
the publication of these. I did not accept, feeling that, asEnglish is the
European language spoken in India, and her closest [illegible] is with
Britain and USA that these songs should žrst be published in English. Phil
Sterne(sic) however is a good, careful man who is making a genuinely
scientižc study of Oriental music. His ofžcial notations for special features
of Oriental music would be worth adopting. I hope that you will not keep
my letter so long unanswered as I have kept yours.

Yours sincerely

Arthur Geddes
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Geographical Department
University Edinburgh

6 November 1934

Dear Gurudeva,

It is so long since I have written that you may well wonder what has
become of me, and of what I hoped to complete for you. Instead of being
able to say today (as I should so dearly like to) that any share of the task is
done, I come to ask if you will honour the memory of your friend, my
father, by giving your name to the accompanying letter to the Principal. If
so, will you ”Air Mail• your consent, to me, as the Outlook Tower
Committee have asked me to write to you.

I wish you could meet my wife, she would dearly love to know you. 

And now as to the Songs — your songs, — I‘ve tried one or two translators in
vain; but one more has promised to try, and I‘m sending some of the verses
and tunes and I‘m to try playing them over to her. Since I saw you I did get
literal, prose translations, but not yet the singable translations I hope for.

It‘s true that I‘ve not pushed the matter as I hoped to, ‡ my Professor has
helped me at the two geographical books(sic) I‘ve now almost žnished
”Bengal• and the ”Western Isles of Lewis and Harris•. One interruption to
these I must confess — the ”Spirit of the Tartan• (of which I‘d like to send
you a note later, for it would never have been written but for seeing and
hearing the song Dramas for ”Sacrižce• and the ”Dark Chamber• — and
”Spring Tune•.

Well, if you can Air Mail the word ”Yes•, I shall be grateful — and all of us
deeply glad.

With homage and affectionate greeting to all from

Arthur151

151 The end of the letter, after •Sacrižce‘, is continued in the left-hand margin.
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24 November 1934

Dear Arthur,

It was nice to get your letter and have your news. I heartily approve of the
project of a suitable memorial to your father and I gladly give my name as
a signatory to the appeal.

With affectionate greetings to all of you,

Yours sincerely

 Rabindranath Tagore152

Arthur Geddes Esq.,

Geographical Department,

The University,

Edinburgh

152 The signature, including the parenthetical information, is hand-written, signed by Tagore,
in what otherwise is a typed letter, which is quite uncharacteristic of Tagore.
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The Geographical Department

Edinburgh University

4 December 1934

Dear Gurudeva,

It was a great pleasure to receive, this morning, your warm letter and your
acceptance of our request to sign the memorial to carry on my father‘s
work. (I have sent it on to the Secretary). We value it.

Bengal is daily (almost hourly) in my thoughts and I wish that, someday, I
might re-visit India, and Bengal. As I said, my study of Bengal is nearing
completion. Further, I‘ve a capable assistant helping with preparatory maps
of India‘s population as a basis for my promised work on India. Of course
India will only be a reconnaissance but when that is made the visit to India
would show me so much that I did not see (for lack of eyes!) when I was
there last, and that no one has described.

”Bengal• is on my own plan (and will be my own venture). ”India• is to be
written for a good series (Harrap) but I think the recommendation of their
Geographical editor (Prof. Rudmose153 Brown) would have pleased you —
”Other books describe India as the European sees it, and the ”Commercial
geographes• written up to now too often show how money is made out of
India ˜. Let‘s have something that tries to show how the ryot [peasant],
and the citizen, see their country, and how they make their life there, and
might make a better one!•

I‘ve often thought of your scheme of ”travelling geographers•, of a
travelling school (or College) through India, and how immensely
interesting it would be to join it! You said (when Andrews pled with you to
go strong for political unity of India) ”If we cannot win our blood, we will
not spill it together.• Perhaps the žrst step is to mix minds — as you do at

153 In the hand-written letter, the name looks like •Ron‘, but is spelt out in the typed letter and
the •ud‘ are written over the two second letters by hand.
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Santiniketan somewhat (though not many come from other provinces)154,
and beyond that, to send an embassy of learners through the land! How
much could they see, learn and understand, take with them and bring!

With thanks once more,

and warm affection

Arthur155

154 In Arthur‘s hand-written letter, this section is in brackets, while in the typed copy of it, it is
within two dashes.

155 On top of the typed copy, there is a hand-written note saying, •In case my letter‘s not
legible, my wife has a typed ‡‘. The end is cut off in the photocopy of the typed copy.
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The eternal dream 
is borne on the wings of ageless Light
that rends the veil of the vague

and goes across time
weaving ceaseless patterns of Being.

The mystery remains dumb,
the meanings of this pilgrimage,
the endless adventure of existence

whose rush along the sky
Ÿames up innumerable rings of paths,

till at last knowledge gleams out from the dusk
in the inžnity of human spirit,

and in the dim lighted dawn
she speechlessly gazes through the break in the mist

at the vision of Life and of Love
rising from the tumult of profound pain and joy.

Santiniketan
16 September 1929 

(composed for the Opening Day Celebrations of the Indian College,
Montpellier, France)

From: Das, Sisir Kumar, ed.,The English Writings of Rabindranath Tagore,
(1996) Volume Three, p. 86.

168



Poem by Tagore written shortly after the death of Patrick Geddes
(English version overleaf )
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The night has ended.
Put out the light of the lamp
of thine own narrow corner
smudged with smoke.
The great morning which is for all
appears in the East.
Let its light reveal us
to each other
who walk on
the same
path of pilgrimage.

Baghdad, May 24, 1932 

170



Bibliography

Boardman, PhilipPatrick Geddes: Maker of the Future, Introduction by
Lewis Mumford (Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press,
1944).

Boardman, PhilipThe World of Patrick Geddes: Biologist, Town Planner,
Re-educator, Peace Warrior (London: Routledge, 1978).

Chaudhuri, Nirad C.The Autobiography of an Unknown Indian, 1951
(Bombay: Jaico Publishing House, 3rd imp., 1969).

Das, Sisir Kumar ed.The English Writings of Rabindranath Tagore: A
Miscellany (New Delhi: Rabindra-Bhavana, Sahitya Akademy, 1996, Vol
Three).

Defries, AmeliaThe Interpreter Geddes: The Man and the Gospel,
Introduction by Israel Zangwill (London: George Routledge and Sons Ltd.,
1927).

Desai, Anita. •Re-reading Tagore‘ inJournal of Commonwealth
Literature, 29/1, 1994.

Dutta, Krishma and Robinson, AndrewRabindranath Tagore: The
Myriad-Minded Man (Bloomsbury, 1995).

Dutta, Krishma and Robinson, AndrewRabindranath Tagore: An
Anthology (Picador, 1997).

Fischer, Louis The Life of Mahatma Gandhi, (London: Granada, 1951).

Geddes, Arthur •Two Friends: Rabindranath Tagore and Patrick
Geddes‘ in Annual Journal of Architecture, Structure and Planning, 1961.

Geddes, PatrickAn Indian Pioneer: The Life and Work of Sir J.C. Bose,
1920 (New Delhi and Madras: Asia Educational Services, 2000).

Geddes, Patrick •Education and Reconstruction: A Review‘ inVisva-
Bharati Quarterly, April (Bengali: Vaisakh, 1331, 1924).

Kabir, Humayun Towards Universal Man: Rabindranath Tagore
(London: Asia Publishing House, 1961).

Kitchen, PaddyA Most Unsettling Person (London: Victor Gollancz
Ltd., 1975).

171



Kripalani, KrishnaRabindranath Tagore: A Biography (New York: Grove
Press Inc., 1962).

Macdonald, Murdo •Patrick Geddes — Educator, Ecologist, Visual
Thinker‘ in Edinburgh Review, Issue 88, Summer, 1992.

Mairet, Philip Pioneer in Sociology: The Life and Letters of Patrick
Geddes (London: Lund Humphries, 1957).

Meller, HelenPatrick Geddes: Social Evolutionist and City Planner
(London and New York: Routledge, 1990).

Novak, Frank G. ed. with IntroductionLewis Mumford and Patrick
Geddes: The Correspondence (London and New York: Routledge, 1995).

Stalley, Marshall ed. with IntroductionPatrick Geddes: Spokesman for
Man and the Environment: A Selection(New Brunswick, New Jersey:
Rutgers University Press, 1972).

Tagore, RabindranathReminiscences, 1917 (Madras: Macmillan, rpt.
1971).

Tagore, Rabindranath •Universities‘ inThe Modern Review, April 1919,
Vol. XXV, No. 1.

Tagore, RabindranathThe Visva-Bharati Quarterly, October (Bengali:
Kartic, 1331, 1924).

172



Index

Agenda Synergica 46, 139

Ahmedabad 40, 56, 81, 84, 92

Allahabad 31, 111

America see USA

Andrews 17, 24, 26, 28, 37,
39—43, 50, 53—54, 56, 74—75,
80, 83—84, 86, 92—95, 100, 102,
107, 113, 157, 166

Andrews, Charles Freer 17

Arabia 33

Archer, William 18, 28, 53

architecture 8, 19, 25, 42, 66, 70,
94, 96, 101

Arles 118, 127

Asia 13, 16, 63, 79, 141

Australia 74

Avignon 118, 127

Barclay 23—24, 50, 156

Benares 33, 106

Bengal 8—9, 11, 14, 21, 39, 41, 45,
51, 80, 83, 85, 87—89, 96, 98,
112, 121—122, 132—133, 136,
138, 141, 147, 161—162, 164, 166

Benoit, F. 26, 116, 163

Birbhum 41, 88

Boardman, Philip 13, 19, 22, 26,
29, 33, 36, 41, 47—48

Bolpur 16, 58, 74—75, 84, 89

Bombay 35, 37, 40—41, 64, 67,
71—72, 74—75, 77, 79, 81, 83,

87, 90—94, 96, 99, 100, 103,
104, 106, 112, 145, 153, 161

Bose, Sir (Dr.) Jagadish Chandra
23, 25, 28, 37, 46, 49, 60—61,
65, 67, 75—76, 94, 102, 148,
151—152

Bose, Nanda Lal 41, 95, 102, 116,
123

Branford 19, 42, 62, 64, 67,
104—105, 142, 147, 151,
160—161

Britain 13—14, 18, 22, 44, 49, 125,
130, 138, 161, 163

Brussels 64, 73, 141—142, 152

Calcutta / Calcutta University 30,
54, 60, 78—79, 85, 87, 89, 103,
106, 110—111, 144, 158

Cambridge 31, 37, 45, 73, 128,
130, 133

Canada 13

Chakravarty 163

Chicago 17, 26, 37, 73

China 62, 86, 88, 105—106

Collège des Ecossaissee Scots
College, Montpellier

Coomeraswamy, Ananda 18, 114

Cunningham, Jean C. 135

Darjeeling 29, 57—58, 67

Darwin, Charles 151

173



Das, Sisir Kamar 46, 49, 168

Defries, Amelia 22, 25, 28, 34, 42

Delhi 53, 79

Desai, Anita 20

Dinu Babu 114, 116

Dundee 11, 14, 30, 50, 100

Dutta, Krishna and Robinson,
Andrew 14, 16—18, 23, 27,
29—30, 38, 40, 42, 74, 129

Dutta, Prof. Kitty 8

Edinburgh / Edinburgh University
7—8, 13—14, 16, 20, 24, 26, 30,
35, 43, 45, 47, 49—52, 64, 73,
100, 106, 108—111, 124, 126,
130, 135, 141—142, 147, 152,
154, 164—166

education 14, 17, 19-20, 25,
27—28, 29—36, 38, 42—44, 46,
48—49, 58—60, 66, 68-69, 71,
104, 108—109, 124, 141, 150

Egypt 13, 33, 79

Einstein, Albert 95, 151

Elmhirst, Leonard 17—18, 24, 26,
36, 38—39, 46, 75, 83, 87—88,
94, 98, 110, 126—128, 153, 163

England 13, 18, 26, 50, 60, 144,
155

environment 17, 24—25, 32, 34,
36—37, 41, 43, 70, 100, 104,
109, 130

Etho-polity/ics 35, 66, 147, 161

Europe 11, 13, 16, 26, 31, 33—34,
43, 47, 53, 57, 62, 76, 78,

 112—114, 118, 120—124, 126,
130—131, 134, 137, 141, 144,
148—149, 153

Eutechnics 35, 65—66

Far East 13, 37, 106

Florence 128

France 26, 28, 45, 100, 108—109,
114, 118, 122—124, 131—133,
136, 141, 154, 160—161, 168

Gandhi, Mahatma 14—15, 18,
27—29, 39—40, 55—56, 96

Ganges 21, 31, 52

Geddes, Alasdair 48, 101

Geddes, Alexander 20

Geddes, Anna 15, 52

Geddes, Arthur 7, 9, 13, 15, 17,
19—20, 22—24, 26—28, 34,
36—39, 41, 43—46, 50—51,
75—77, 83—87, 89, 94, 97, 100,
103—104, 110, 112, 117,
121—124, 128—129, 133—134,
136, 138, 142, 162—165, 167

Geddes, Claire 7, 149

Geddes, Jeannie 13

Geddes, Marion 7

Geneva 47, 62, 64, 146, 152

Germany 46

Ghent 44

Glasgow 154

Great Britain see Britain

Green, Miss Gretchen 26, 83,
85—86

174



Harvard University 26, 37, 73

Huxley, Aldous 17, 32

Hyderabad University 30, 59, 91,
92

India 11, 13—14, 16—19, 22—23,
25, 27—35, 40, 42—43, 46—47,
50, 53—55, 61, 63—64, 75,
78—80, 89, 92—93, 96, 103,
109—110, 122, 124, 130,
137—138, 145, 149, 163, 166

Indian College, Montpellier
27—28, 35, 43, 45, 49—50, 118,
126—127, 130, 144—145, 148,
150—151, 153, 168

International Conference on
Education / University Progress
43, 63, 108, 128, 141—142

International University 14, 16,
25—27, 29—30, 35—37, 46, 63—64,
67, 69—71, 73, 77, 94, 96, 99,
104, 106, 112, 130—131, 139

Ireland 26, 161

Italy 120, 129—130, 135, 137

Japan 26, 37, 42, 62, 88, 123

Jatras 85

Java 42

Jerusalem 36—37, 43, 46, 51, 64,
67, 70, 73, 78, 99, 109, 125,
126

Kabir 16, 21—22, 27, 37, 44,
46—49

Kala Bhavan 42

Kali Babu 97

Kalidas 33

Kalimohan 52

Kar, Suren 42, 86, 96

Karachi 90

Karpelés, Mme Hoogman 114,
116, 123

Khambatta (Parsee) 34, 40, 77, 90,
99

Kitchen, Paddy 14, 20—21, 49

Klause, Dr. 79

Kripalani, Krishna 15—16, 18, 23,
26, 28, 34, 40

Lahore 80

land regeneration 25, 50

landscape development 25, 43

League of Academic Nations 27,
46—47, 119, 126, 130

Lesny, Prof. V. 26

Levi, Sylvain 26

London 17, 52, 64, 114, 122, 124,
130, 135, 142, 145, 147, 152,
162

Lucknow 59, 91—92, 96, 104

Ludwig, Emil 155

Macdonald, Murdo 8, 11, 13—14

Madras 30, 34

Mahalanobis, P. C. 15, 18, 24, 39,
45, 72—73, 89, 91, 123

Mairet, Philip 17, 20, 22—23, 26,
28, 32, 35—36, 38, 50

175



Majumdar, Prof. Swapan 7, 24

Malacca 106

Marseilles 118, 127, 129, 137

Mears, Frank 41, 99, 125

Mediterranean Schools of
Agriculture 45, 125

Meller, Hellen 25

Mexico 108

•Militant‘  science 48—49, 59, 147

Mithila 32

Montpellier 8, 27, 35, 38, 41, 43,
45—48, 50—51, 100—101, 108,
118—119, 124, 126—129, 132,
136, 138, 145, 147—148, 150,
153, 155, 158, 168

Morris 81, 121, 132

Mumford, Lewis 11, 13, 15, 19, 47

Nalanda 32

Naples 126, 128—129

National Library of Scotland 7, 19,
23—24, 67

national universities 40, 49

Nehru, Jawaharlal 14, 18

New York 41, 86, 93

Newton, Isaac 140, 151

Noguchi, Yone 26

Non-cooperation Movement 18,
40

Osmania University 40, 91—92, 95

Outlook Tower 17, 25, 30, 32,
34—35, 42, 45, 50, 64, 102, 106,
124, 151, 164

Oxford 31, 37, 45—46, 73,
123—124, 130, 133, 153—154,
158

Palestine 41, 99, 109, 130

Paris 23, 28, 64, 114, 127, 131,
135—136, 152, 155, 158, 161,
163

Parrot‘s Training, The 25, 29—30,
45, 57—60, 118, 120

Patiala 64, 70, 98

Peake, Mme C. M. A. 123, 132

Pearson, W. W. 17, 24, 26, 28, 54,
88, 96

Perth (Scotland) 20

philosophy 44, 72, 101, 151

Pratima (Devi) see Tagore, Pratima

psycho-organics 35, 66, 161

Punjab 64, 70, 80, 84, 114

Rabindra Bhavana 7—8, 14, 24, 46

Rao, Vowan 39, 81, 96, 98

Rathi see Tagore, Rathindranath

Religion of the Forest, The 25, 30,
32—33, 47, 49, 60

Robinson, Andrewsee Dutta and
Robinson

Rolland, Romain 16, 113, 128

Rome 76, 128, 134

Rural reconstruction 17—18, 39,
49

Ruskin, John 47, 65, 160

Sadhu, Dr. 30, 57—59

176



Santiniketan see Shantiniketan

Scotland 11, 14, 17, 19, 22—23,
26, 50, 109, 129, 154, 161

Scots College, Montpellier 8,
27—28, 35, 43, 50, 108, 118,
124, 127, 132, 135—136, 138,
146, 148, 151, 153

Seal, Dr. Brajendranath 40, 90

Sen, Basiswar 37, 76

Sen, Boshi 49, 104, 149

Setalvad, Chimanlal 145, 149

Shantiniketan 7—8, 14—17, 23—24,
26—27, 30, 32, 35—37, 39,
41—43, 45—47, 49—51, 55, 58,
68, 72, 74—75, 77—81, 83—84,
86—98, 104, 106, 112—113, 116,
126, 131—132, 141—142, 146,
149—150, 154, 168

Shantiniketan School 49

Shelidah 48, 52

Simla 57

Sind 90, 124

South America 13, 108

South East Asia 13

Spain 161

Sriniketan 7, 17—18, 34, 36, 39,
41, 48, 96—99

Stalley, Marshall 44

Stern, Philippe 163

Straight, Dorothy Whitney 18, 39

Surul 17, 34, 36, 39, 41, 45, 48,
77, 83, 86—87, 96—97, 102, 125,
141, 147

Switzerland 100, 113, 120, 126, 128

Tagore, Debendranath 15—16, 21

Tagore, Dinendranathsee Dinu
Babu

Tagore, Dwarakanath 21

Tagore, Pratima 133, 162

Tagore, Rathindranath 15—16, 39,
42, 45—46, 51, 77, 85, 88—89,
96, 128—129, 132, 136, 144,
162

Tagore, Suren 86

Tarascon 118, 127, 129

Tata Building 43, 50, 64, 112

Tata, Sir Ratan 50, 80, 153

Taxila 32

travelling geographers 51, 166

Turin 128

Udaipur 59

USA 13, 16, 26, 39—40, 57,
74—75, 86—88, 92, 99, 104, 118,
152, 161, 163

Uttarayan, Shantiniketan 42

Valery, Paul 155

Vienna 136—137

village reconstruction 17, 25, 46,
48, 90, 96, 122, 125, 131, 140,
147, 154

Visva 31

Visva-Bharati Quarterly 42, 95,
105

Visva-Bharati University 14—16,
27, 31, 37, 39—41, 43, 48—50,
78, 80, 89, 105—106, 113, 150

177



Vlaun 78—80

Wells, H. G. 155

World Conference 43, 108

Young, Howard 18, 27, 52, 54—56

Zangwill, Israel 22, 25, 42

Zeublin 17

Zurich 62, 136

178


